Transient fall in serum salicylate levels following intraarticular injection of steroid in patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
Our study of 13 hospitalized patients with rheumatoid arthritis examined the effect of intraarticular injection of steroid on serum salicylate levels. A mean decrease in serum salicylate levels of 42 +/- 14.5% was observed in 12 patients within 12-36 hours post-injection (P less than 0.005). This interaction, though transient, may be very significant clinically. It may lead to erroneous conclusions concerning patient compliance, unwarranted increases in salicylate dosage and resultant toxicity, and delay of appropriate therapeutic maneuvers.